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September 24, 2003

TO: EACH SUPERVISOR 

FROM: P. MICHAEL FREEMAN

EMERGENCY SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS

Over the past year, we have evaluated emergency service delivery throughout our
jurisdiction.  Changes or enhancements will occur in the following areas effective November
1, 2003:

Commerce/East Los Angeles

• As a result of the issues surrounding the Commerce contract, we have developed a plan
to reallocate resources to effectively protect our jurisdiction should the contract with
Commerce eventually be terminated.

Santa Monica Mountains/Ventura Corridor

• Construction of new Fire Station 89 in Agoura Hills will address the needs of that city and
surrounding areas.
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Santa Clarita/Lancaster/Palmdale

• We are continuing our dialog with Palmdale regarding the construction of two new
stations in that city.

• We have requested Measure B funding to staff a new Hazardous Materials Squad in the
Antelope Valley for the Lancaster/Palmdale area.

Signal Hill

• During this period of evaluation, Signal Hill opted to return to the Fire District for
emergency services.

Of course, one of our constant major challenges is to balance available revenue with the need
for new resources, especially in the high-growth areas of the District. 

• A four-person paramedic engine will be placed in service in the City of Signal Hill at
new Fire Station 60

In recent years, the City of Signal Hill has received fire services from the City of Long
Beach.  This contract will be terminated on November 1, and Signal Hill will return to the
Fire District.  We are deploying a four-person paramedic engine
(two paramedics) due to recent and planned growth in the City, and the geographical
location of the City relative to other District resources.  

• Engine 81 in Agua Dulce will be upgraded to a paramedic assessment
engine (one firefighter/paramedic) at the current staffing level

• A paramedic squad (two firefighter/paramedics) will be added at
Fire Station 73 in Newhall

• A paramedic squad (two firefighter/paramedics) will be added at
Fire Station 149 in Castaic

These additional paramedic resources are being added to meet the rapid growth of the
Santa Clarita area, and its corresponding high demand for emergency medical services.  
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We have sufficient funding due to property tax growth, and the necessary positions to
implement these service enhancements within our current budget.

If you have any questions, please call me directly at (323) 881-2401.

PMF:at

c: David E. Janssen
Louisa Ollague
Randi Tahara
Joseph Charney
Matt Knabe
Jennifer Plaisted
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